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Social Norms
Literature Review

Centuries-old norms might be amenable to change

I Becker and Mulligan (1997,QJE ) How individual preferences
are shaped

I Beaman et al. (2009,QJE ) Reserved seats for female
politicians reduce gender-biased attitudes in India

I Jensen and Oster (2009,QJE ) Television programming can
change fertility preferences
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Endogenous Preferences
Literature Review

Making attitudes more gender-progressive

I Fernandez et al. (2004,QJE ) Mothers’ labor force
participation

I Washington (2008,AER) Having daughters and sisters

I Dahl et al. (2017) Serving with women in the military
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Persuasion & Communication
Literature Review

Persuasion, which is communication intended to change preferences
or beliefs

I Cantoni et al. (2017,JPE ) Chinese students taught with
textbooks designed to convey pro-Communist messages
exhibit more pro-government views and skepticism of free
markets as adults

I Banerjee et al.(2018) Concealing one’s HIV status from sexual
partners

I Paluck(2009) & Bursztyn et al.(2018) Altering perceptions
about social norms about discrimination and female
employment respectively.
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Description of Intervention

I The project emerged from the Government of Haryana’s
interest in testing policies to narrow gender gaps.

I ”Taaron ki Toli”, or Gang of Stars aimed to create awareness
of gender-based discrimination, change dominant gendered
perceptions and promote gender equitable attitudes, raise
aspirations, and provide tools to participants to translate
attitude change and greater aspirations into behavior change.

I Influencing a wide range of behaviors related to female
education, mobility, work, marriage and fertility.

5 / 17



Experimental Design

I An RCT in 314 secondary schools across 4 districts in
Haryana.

I Randomly treat 150 schools.

I 2.5 school years, 27 regular sessions, students in grade 7 & 8

I Measuring attitudes, aspirations, behavior, and a rich set of
individual and household characteristics through baseline and
endline surveys.
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Baseline characteristics

I Balance of various school characteristics such as co-ed status,
urban/rural, number of male and female students, and
number of teachers.

I Balance of gender-related attitudes, aspirations, and behavior
between the treatment and control groups.
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Specification

Yij = β0 + β1Treatj + β2Y
0
ij + β3Xij + εij

I Yij is the outcome variable measured at endline for student i
in school j

I β1 represents the average effect of the intervention on the
outcome.

I Xij controls for grade-gender fixed effects and district-gender
fixed effects

I The hypothesis is β1 > 0
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Results

Table 1: Effects of the gender attitude-change intervention on attitudes, aspirations,
and behavior

I Robustness check for social desirability bias

I Marlowe-Crowne module questions
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Examining Control Group

To benchmark the size of the program’s effect, Table 2 shows the
correlation in the control group between endline attitudes and base-
line factors that might affect them.

Table 2: Benchmarking the effect sizes
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Attitude Decomposition

Which topics students paid most attention to?, Which attitudes are
more malleable?, or Where the program thrust was greatest?

Table 3: Effects of intervention on attitude subindices
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Heterogeneity of Effects

Table 4: Heterogeneity of effects by gender and baseline parent attitudes
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Two Remarks

1. Boys and girls can adopt gender-equal attitudes with relatively
equal ease, but girls face more constraints on translating their
attitudes into behavior

2. Little evidence to conclude that pro-girl parent attitudes
facilitate or hinder the success of the intervention
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Behavior Decomposition

Table 5: Effects of intervention on behavior subindices

• A quite general phenomenon that men face fewer external con-
straints on their behavior and specifically to act in a more gender-
progressive way than women do.
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Changes in Perceived Social norms

Table 6: Effect of intervention on perception of social norms
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Conclusion

I A school-based gender attitude change intervention could
succeed in making adolescents’ attitudes less discriminatory,
raise girls’ aspirations, and reduce gender-biased behavior

I The approach centered on having students think about and
discuss gender differences and gender equality in classroom
sessions

I Based on our short-run findings, we hope to track the
respondents into adulthood to examine long-run outcomes.
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Thanks for your attention!
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